
History of Hulhundu 

Hulhundu is our first house in Chota-Nagpur. Till 1962 the SCJMs had only two houses in India, 

Dalhousie (1901) and Amritsar (1937). Many Belgian Jesuits are engaged in various apostolates and 

activities in this region. They were acquainted with our congregation in Belgium, especially the 

Mother House, Ghent, where many of them did their hospital experience as novices and also had 

their sisters as SCJMs. They were the instruments for our coming to Ranchi and they remained our 

“cardinal protectors” for many years. 

The two pioneers of Ranchi Mission, Srs. 

Mechtilda De Clerck and Alberta Naert 

(Yvonne), took off from Amritsar on 20th 

February 1962 and reached Hulhundu on 

22nd around 3 p.m. A group of villagers 

with Drums and dance welcomed them 

and led them to their new convent – a 

mud hut with two rooms and a closed 

verandah.  On 25th March a third 

member, Sr. Vimala Mannamplackal, 

arrived and on 30th March the foundation stone for the new building was blessed. 8th May brought 

another blessing to the little group in the person of Sr. Thomasina Plackithottathil, to be the fourth 

member of the community.  

Soon after their arrival, a dispensary was started in another hut, next to their residence. Patients 

arrived in plenty and since they looked rather poor Sr. Alberta was tempted to give them free 

medicines but the Archbishop, Pius Kerketta s.j., on his first visit told her not make the people 

dependent on charity and to take 

something from them judging their 

situation. Within a year with the help of 

Miserior, a building was put up and a 

visiting doctor was engaged for regular 

visits. The number of patients grew every 

year and the sisters rendered medical 

assistance to all the people of the far and 

near villages. Today the small dispensary 

has grown into a well-equipped health 

centre with operation theatre, delivery room, private rooms, common wards, X-ray unit and 

laboratory and several visiting doctors. Sisters also run health and awareness program in the villages. 

Along with the development in the health sector, the construction of the convent went on in full 

swing and it was blessed on 4th August 1962 and gave it as title “Our Lady of Fatima”.  

One of the needs of the people in Hulhundu was to have a girls’ School, especially for the Christian 

children. Till then the Parish School catered for both boys and girls. In I962 after the Puja vacation 33 

little girls were sent to the sisters from the Parish school and with them St. Joseph’s Girls’ School 

began in the third hut. Next year all the girls from the Parish School were transferred to St. Joseph’s 



School and classes from I to VI were started. They were accommodated in the three rooms in the hut 

and three rooms on the 1st floor of the convent. Again Miserior came to our help and with their 

assistance St. Joseph’s School building was completed in 1964. Today, the little school, which took its 

birth in a mud hut can boast of having a strength of one thousand six hundred students affiliated to 

the Jharkhand Board of Education.  

 The growing industrial town in Dhurwa required an English medium School for their children and on 

7th January 1963 Sacred Heart School, English medium, was opened with 7 pupils. They occupied the 

smaller parlour of the convent.  Growing by one standard yearly, the number increased steadily and 

in 1972 it got affiliation to the Board of Indian Certificate of Secondary Education and in 1973 the 

first batch of students appeared for the ICSE examination. Ninety percent of the students and 

teachers came from H.E.C, Dhurwa. As the growth in the Heavy Engineering Corporation began to 

decline, the student population of Sacred Heart School also began to change. Today the School has 

around one thousand seven hundred students of which ninety percent are from Ranchi and in and 

around Hulhundu, with a good number of tribals in the School. Our School is numbered among the 

best in the city and there is a great rush for admissions.  

Another very important apostolate which was started in 1964 was the “Grihini” School. It was meant 

for girls of marriageable age, who had no chance of going to school. It prepared them for a 

responsible married life as well as some training in sewing, cooking, agriculture, reading, writing and 

elementary arithmetic. Religion classes and moral instructions are also imparted to them while they 

are with us.  These girls are a 

great asset for the villages where 

they set good example for 

others and take a lead in many 

of the activities of the village. 

The villagers look up to them for 

leadership and guidance.  

From the beginning of our 

mission here in Hulhundu, the 

sisters have been engaged in 

Parish activities. They took 



charge of the sacristy work, catechism for children, marriage preparation classes, Mahila sang, youth 

leadership, pastoral apostolate in the villages with priests, village visiting, all of which are continued 

till today. 

The latest addition to Hulhundu is the Ashadeep SCJM Novitiate.  It was inaugurated on 16th March 

2006 with twenty one novices and three formation team members. Every year there is new entry to 

the novitiate and profession. Today we have 15 novices and two formation team members in the 

novitiate. 

All these developments were possible because of the steady stream of vocations from Kerala, 

Jharkhand, Punjab and a few from Karnataka. Already in 1965 the number of sisters in Hulhundu 

community had grown to fifteen, of whom some were students.  One of the main attractions to 

come to Ranchi was to foster vocations for our congregation. Today nearly all the vocations to the 

province come from Jharkhand.  

 


